LEED/Green Project Decision Tree
The Role of Office Furniture

Use this process to find answers, instructions, and supporting documents for LEED projects.
As you answer each question, you will be pointed toward the solutions you need. If you
reach Question 3 and need assistance to complete the LEED online template for one or
more credits, contact an Allsteel sales member, a LEED AP, or an A&D Specialist for help.
They have access to a series of instruction pages for the credits related to office furniture.

Question 1

Is the client definitely seeking LEED certification?

NO

Do they want to use LEED as a framework for a “greener”
and healthier workplace, without obtaining certification?

Most of the LEED credits that
relate to a healthier workplace
with higher productivity and
better indoor environmental
conditions are in LEED for
Commercial Interiors (Cl),
within the category called
Indoor Environmental Quality
(EQ). Those that relate to
furniture are EQ 4.5, EQ 6.1,
EQ 6.2 (in some cases), and EQ
8.1-8.3.

All of the LEED credits relate
to being greener, but the ones
related to furniture are EA 1.1,
MR 2, MR 3.3, MR 4.1/4.2, MR
5.1/5.2, MR 6, MR 7, and the
EQ series noted in the box to
the left. These (and others)
have much to do with attracting
and retaining the younger
generation of workers.

YES

MAYBE

CLIENT IS UNCERTAIN AT THIS STAGE

question).

This is a challenge because you could be making suggestions early on that could be a
problem if the client waits until later to decide to pursue LEED certification. Plan ahead
and be prepared to change course with them:

* Offer to help them with a greener, healthier workplace (see the “No"” answer to this

* Review the “Yes” answer before suggesting furniture in case they decide to pursue
certification. You don’t want to have recommended furniture that prevents them from
obtaining points without warning them in advance. (For example, veneer on their
furniture can impact two points, panel heights can impact three points.)

Go to Question 2
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Question 2

Which LEED rating system is the client using?

LEED-NC

LEED for New Construction and Major Renovation

Furniture has very little impact on LEED-NC but there are two possible paths
to pursue-the green mindset and the innovation credit. The conditions must
be right (see next question) to pursue the innovation credit, but the mindset
approach is always workable. Note: it is possible to include furniture in the
calculations for some of the Materials and Resources credits, such as recycled
content (MR 4.1), but doing so is not recommended because it requires the
client to include furniture in all six credits (MR 3.3, MR 4.1/4.2, MR 5.1, MR 5.2,

MR 6, and MR 7).

LEED-CI

LEED for Commercial Interiors
This is the rating system that furniture impacts in several credits, including the
furniture itself and how you design with it. Skip to Question 3 to continue.

LEED-EB

LEED for Existing
Buildings: Operations

and Maintenance

Furniture does not contribute to
points in LEED-EB but it might
be possible to achieve the

Does the client have control of all the furniture
to be purchased for the entire building?

Go to Question 3

YES

NO

It is possible to assist them with an
Innovation in Design credit if none
of the systems furniture will have
veneer. (Veneer is acceptable on
conference tables and freestanding
private office furniture.) For this
innovation credit, the client will be
“borrowing” a credit from LEED-CI
that doesn't exist in LEED-NC, and
the paperwork is the same. Refer to
LEED for Commercial Interiors (to the
right), follow the path to EQ 4.5, and
contact Allsteel for an instruction
sheet to guide the client’s LEED AP

to achieve the innovation credit. If the
client is going to do this, they can also

address the “green mindset” with

their furniture selection, so refer to the

“No" answer in this section, as well.

Sell to the green mindset (“Why go
to the trouble of building a LEED
building and then install furniture
and furnishings that aren’t up to
LEED-CI standards, even if there
aren't any points involved?”) Refer to
the “No" answer in question 1 for
additional help.

innovation credit described in
LEED-NC. The client seeking or
holding LEED-EB certification
will have a program in place for
environmental purchasing,

so information related to the
LEED-CI credits will be useful in
their purchases.

LEED-CS

LEED for Core and Shell
Furniture does not apply in
LEED-CS, but tenants moving

into a building that is certified
to LEED-CS are more likely
to be planning to pursue
LEED-CI in their own tenant
space. Refer to the LEED-CI
section to assist them.

LEED for Homes

This rating system is not about
office furniture.

LEED for Neighborhood

Development
This rating system is not about
office furniture.
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Question 3

Can | have your LEED-CI checklist?

This should be your first question to the client seeking LEED-CI certification, explaining that you can provide
better assistance in suggesting furniture if you know which credits they are planning to pursue. Once you
know which credits they are seeking or considering seeking, contact an Allsteel representative to obtain
instructions for help with the appropriate credits. If the client won't provide you a checklist, you'll have to ask
them if they plan to seek any of the credits where they are listed and described below.

Please note:

o If the client is seeking EQ 4.5, avoid using veneer on their systems furniture at this time.
o If the client is seeking EQ 8.1-8.3, you will have to be careful about furniture height and layout in relation

to windows, especially with EQ 8.3.

LEED templates and instruction sheets for completing them are available
through your Allsteel representative for the following LEED-CI credits:

Energy and
Atmosphere (EA)
1.1 and 1.2

Materials and
Resources (MR)
2.1,3.3,4.1/4.2,5.1,
5.2,6,7

Indoor Environment
Quality (EQ)
45, 6,8.1/8.2, 8.3

Allsteel

©2009 Allsteel Inc.



